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XO 260 DSCVR
Length (LOA): 8.1m / 26ft 7in
Beam: 2.55m / 8ft 4in
Displacement: 1,900kg (ex engine)
Fuel capacity: 315 litres 
Water capacity TBC
RCD category: C8
Engine as tested: 1 x 400hp Mercury Verado
Other engine options: 1 x Mercury 250-400hp
Price from £91,528

BOAT TEST          
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XO boats have a clever knack 
of launching new and exciting 
models using their existing hulls. 

The XO DSCVR we have tested this 
month is no different and is, in fact, a 
re-modelled and reworked 260. While 
the 260 is a wheelhouse/cabin boat, the 
DSCVR is an out-and-out open dayboat 
and, in the process loses around 300kg of 
top hamper which should help it deliver 
a more sporting, dayboat type driving 
experience, as well as a few knots more on 
the top speed. For those new to XO, the 
first thing to note is that their hulls are 
made of military grade aluminium, topped 

with a GRP superstructure. 
The utilitarian look of an 
aluminium hull is disguised 
on our test boat with a 
stylish carbon effect wrap, 
which we understand 
will be a standard feature. 
Our test boat was the first 
DSCVR produced, so 
there will be a few small 
changes appearing on full-
production models, and 
we’ll tackle those as we go 
through the boat.
    At the stern the bathing 

platform comprises two sections, one 
either side of the engine well, and a centre 
section that lifts to allow full engine tilt 
and lays flat to deliver a full width, walk-
across, platform. On the port hand side, 
a fixed bathing ladder with good, looped 
grab rails allows easy access to and from 
the water, while both sides feature a self-
draining locker with gas strut stayed hatch 
lids for rope or fender storage. Spanning 
the two sides, arching over the engine, we 
had a watersports towing tower finished, 
like the rest of the boat’s metalwork, in 
a matt black coating to match the hull 
and non-slip foam style decking found 

on the bathing platforms, and also in the 
cockpit. To move into the boat requires 
stepping down from the bathing platform 
into the cockpit. A transom seat sits level 
with the bathing platform, and this can be 
extended with cushions to create a full-
width seat-cum-sun lounger, aided by the 
removable backrest of the transom seat. 
Flanking this there are a pair of fold down 
seat bases that, when popped up, combine 
with the transom seat to create a large, 
U-shaped aft seating area, laid out around 
a nice teak table with a fold-out leaf either 
side. This table can be dropped, and infill 
cushions added, to create a big sunpad out 

“The DSCVR is a multi-use 
family dayboat”
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that this may be utilized in this way on 
future boats. On the starboard side of 
this central walkway there is a galley/
wet bar. Here you get a sink, beneath a 
lifting worktop, with a deep-set storage 
space next to it that looks ideal for a single 
burner portable hob, if you don’t choose 
the stove from the options list. Our boat 
had storage below in the form of two soft-
closing drawers and a small cupboard, 
but we expect final production boats will 

of the whole aft deck area. 
    The floor section beneath the table lifts 
to reveal a big storage locker/machinery 
space. Inside here you will find the battery 
charger, power steering pump and fuel 
tank. Forward of this, also in the cockpit 
sole, there is another section of floor that 
looks like it should lift but, on boat No:1, 
was fixed. This looks ideal for storage of 
wakeboards, skis and other watersports 
paraphernalia, and we are informed 

see a slightly different configuration of 
the galley module. In fact, we understand 
the whole module will be a little smaller 
on production boats to allow more 
adjustment on the helm seat in front of it.
    Opposite the galley there is a two-
seat bench with some additional useful 
storage in its base. Forward of this you 
get a comfortable double co-pilots seat. 
This features separate lifting bolsters for 
each occupant, a fold-down armrest at 
each end, a brace of cupholders and a 
conveniently placed grab handle on the 
bulkhead in front. There is also a small, 
recessed area in the moulding beneath 
the windscreen for the crew to place a few 
personal items. The console in front of the 
co-pilot position hides a very useful toilet 
compartment. This can be equipped with 
a sea toilet with holding tank, sink and 
hand shower. This area offers sitting room 
only, and the entrance is a bit ungainly for 
a slightly overweight middle-aged man 
but, once inside, there is ample space to 

sit and do your business, has good natural 
daylight from a frosted overhead glass 
panel and would make a welcome area for 
those who may require some privacy when 
changing in or out of watersports gear. 
    The skipper is equipped with a full 
suspension seat as standard, with lifting 
bolster and an armrest either side. The 
armrest on this and the co-pilots seat, 
while good, were a little floppy and are 
due to be changed on production models 
for something a bit more substantial. The 
helm console is simplicity itself, with a 
single Simrad multi-function display, 
placed centrally, taking care of both 
navigational and engine management 
duties. A self-draining recessed area in 
front of the display provides safe storage 
for personal items, while circuit switches 
are placed around the adjustable steering 
wheel. The helm console is also where 
you will find the boat’s refrigerator, with 
access from the central walkway that takes 
you through an opening section of the 
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“The DSCVR takes off like 
a scolded cat, topping out 

at just over 41 knots”

Our test boat was fitted with 
the largest option, a 400hp 
supercharged Mercury Verado

windscreen and a lower door into the 
bow. Unlike some ‘bow rider’ style boats, 
this lower door is more than just a flap 
of plastic that lets draughts and spray 
through, it is around 1m tall and fully 
seals the walkway to protect the cockpit 
occupants from chills or worse, wet feet 
if you manage to stuff the bow. Above, 
the T-Top roof is a standard feature and 
offers good headroom throughout the 
cockpit, although taller boaters may have 
to duck as they go forward to the bow, 
as the headroom reduces a little where 
it meets the windscreen. The T-top also 
allows for the cockpit to be fully enclosed 
with an optional canopy kit. 
    The bow area consists of an L-shaped 
seat that runs along the port side and 
across the bow, and a separate seat to 
starboard in front of the helm console. 

Both of these seats are due to get backrests 
on the console bulkhead behind on 
production boats. All seat bases in the 
bow have lined storage lockers below, 
with easy access courtesy of gas strut 
stayed lids. You don’t even need to remove 
the cushions to gain access, although 
without doing so the gas struts can’t do 

their job. The locker in front of the helm 
houses a windscreen washer bottle. This 
wasn’t connected on our prototype boat, 
but hopefully is something that makes it 
into final production. There is nothing 
worse for visibility than dry encrusted 
salt on the screen. The whole bow area 
is very deep, at around 1m from sole to 
top of guardrail, making it particularly 
safe for youngsters. Even when kneeling 
on the seats, as they like to do, there is 
still around half a metre to the top of the 
grabrail, which conveniently goes all the 
way from console to bow on both sides 
for additional security. In the aft corners 
of the bow, two small, non-slip moulded 
steps, are easy to miss, but deliver good 
opportunities to board or disembark the 
boat from this area when alongside. At 
the bow, the guardrails raise and open out 

to also provide a safe and secure passage 
on and off the boat over the front, if 
required. Here, there is also a raised deck 
that incorporates a hatch to provide access 
to the anchor locker below. An optional 
electric winch is available here, and a 
clever touch is the small secondary hatch 
built into the forward section of the lid to 
allow the anchor rode to pass out while 
keeping the main locker lid closed. To 
make full use of the bow area, an optional 
table can also be installed.

Underway
With the largest engine option, the 
DSCVR delivers good performance, 
getting onto the plane in five seconds, 
reaching 20 knots just two seconds later 
and reaching 30 knots in 12 seconds. 
When you first nail the throttle there is a 

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

600 (idle) 2.7 2.5 0.55 4.91 340
1000 4.9 4.6 1.01 4.85 336
1500 6.9 7.5 1.65 4.18 289
2000 7.8 12.1 2.66 2.93 203
2500 11.4 18.8 4.14 2.75 190
3000 13.1 24.9 5.48 2.39 165
3500 18.2 33.0 7.26 2.51 174
4000 25.0 42.5 9.35 2.67 185
4500 30.4 56.1 12.3 2.47 171
5000 34.4 73.4 16.1 2.14 148
5500 38.8 97.2 21.4 1.81 125
5850 41.1 129.6 28.5 1.44 100

performance    
As tested 45% fuel, 0% water, 1 crew, Force 2   
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little bit of lag, which is noticeable in the 
figures above, but once the supercharger 
spools up, the boat takes off like a scolded 
cat. At full throttle the Mercury engine 
is far from quiet, but it’s a good throaty 
noise that adds to the experience rather 
than detracting from it. The problem, of 
course, is that at this speed your wallet 
and fuel tank are going to be emptying 
faster than the toilet roll aisle at Tescos. 
Dropping down to normal cruising 
speeds, noise levels are very much 
diminished and, at around 25 knots, the 
400hp Verado delivers a rather reasonable 
economy at around 2.7nm per gallon. 
Even ramping it up to 5000rpm and 
around 35 knots you are still getting over 
2nm per gallon, meaning you can have 
some fun without breaking the bank. 
As we have experienced with other XO 
models we have tested, the DSCVR has 
a soft riding hull that just seems to carve 
through chop, wake and swell with ease 
and maximum comfort. It is particularly 

impressive in a head sea, where the 
vertical bow just carves through the 
waves with minimal fuss. At faster speeds 
the hull provides a fun filled experience, 
allowing the helm to throw it around and 
pull off some fast, high speed manoeuvres 
in comfort and safety, with the engine 
ventilating just enough, if pushed too far, 
to bring everything back 
under control. 
Aluminium 
hulls can 
sometimes be 
noisy, acting 

There is a sociable seating area on the aft deck

like a big drum with each wave slap, but 
the XO delivers none of this.
    The driving position is nicely protected 
behind the screen when seated, but the 
equally comfortable standing and leaning 
helming options deliver a more wind-in-
your-hair experience if that is what you 
are after. The seated driving position is one 
of the most car-like I can remember, with 
a nice elbow rest for your throttle arm and 
generally excellent levels of comfort and 
ergonomics. We found that spray from 
the bow did find its way back to the helm, 
indicating it could be a wet ride in certain 
conditions, but with the protection of the 

screen and the double pantograph 
wipers, for both helm and 

co-pilot, this 

is merely a problem only in as much as 
you have to reach for the wiper switch to 
ensure your excellent visibility remains. 
The vertical bow does occasionally ‘catch’ 
the back of a wave when motoring in a 
following sea, creating a small amount 
of bow steer, but this is easily correctable 
and after a while you barely notice it. In 
short, the DSCVR feels like the equivalent 
of a two seater sports car, nippy, nimble, 
responsive and fun to drive. The big 
difference is, of course, that with the 
DSCVR you can take your whole family 
along with you to enjoy the ride.

Conclusion
The guys and girls at XO certainly 
understand what is required on a sporty 
dayboat, and with the DSCVR they 
have delivered again. It is pretty much 
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ENQUIRIES: Ideal Boat Sales Ltd Tel: 01758 703013 www.idealboat.com

everything you could want in a family, 
multi-use dayboat with features like the 
toilet compartment, the icing on the cake. 
Of course, above all, a sportsboat must 
be exciting and fun to drive, and with 
400 horses on the back, the XO doesn‘t 
disappoint. I am not sure if the smallest 
engine option would cut the mustard in 
quite the same way, so maybe this is one 
of those boats where scrimping on engine 
specs is not the way to go. With around 
£11,500 difference between the 250hp 
and the 400hp options, I would look for 
savings elsewhere, if they are needed. It is 
a sportsboat after all, and it deserves the 
power on the back to behave as one. Having 
said that, the DSCVR is not an expensive 

boat to begin with. With the base model 
starting at £91,500, and the standard boat 
already coming with a decent level of 
equipment, you can afford to splash out 
a few extra ponies for a few extra horses 
for the transom. Go on, you know you 
deserve it.

The DSCVR is a great, fun-to-drive all-rounder
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