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Finnmaster T7 Length (LOA): 7.0m / 23ft
Beam: 2.59m / 8ft 6in
Displacement: 1550kg (ex engine)
Fuel capacity: 192 litres
Water capacity: 10 litres
RCD category: C
Engine as tested: Yamaha F250
Other engine options: 
Yamaha outboards 150hp - 250hp
Price from £63,973

BOAT TEST 
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When we tested the Finnmaster 
T8 back in March 2015 we had 
lots of nice things to say about 

it.  Having said that, there was that ever 
present issue when you take the sportsboat 
concept, make it bigger and add lots of 
features and facilities to try and turn it 
into a compact cruiser,  it becomes just a 
little bit less fun to drive. This is not in any 
way to denigrate the T8, as it is still one of 
the best 8m day cruisers we have driven, 
but it is an issue for most daycruisers of 
this size and over. At the time, the T7 
was in the process of being launched and, 
even then, I had a sneaking suspicion 
that if Finnmaster could pull off the 
trick of getting a daycruiser quart into a 
sportsboat pint pot, it would be a very fine 
vessel indeed. 
    Just over a year later we got our chance 

bit smaller, the big saving comes with the 
toilet compartment, or rather, the lack 
of one. Understandably, on a boat of this 
size, designing in a separate compartment 
becomes rather difficult, so on the T7 
you have to make do with a curtained off 

to find out, when we were 
able to test the T8’s little 
sibling in Finnmaster’s 
home waters, the 
beautiful Turku 
Archipeligo in south 
west Finland. 
    First impressions 
were good. 
Finmaster has kept 
all of the nice design 
features and style 
of the T8, which 
means that the T7 is 
equally distinctive 
on the water. It’s 
a small thing, but 
I particularly like 
the optional stylish 
docking lights that 

“We liked the T8, but this almost 
identical 7-metre sibling packs  

an even better punch” 

are recessed into the bow just above the 
gunwale. In fact, so similar are the two 
boats that, unless you saw them together, 
you would have trouble telling them apart 
at any distance. Step aboard though, and 
the differences become more apparent.  
Like the T8, the T7 offers a cuddy cabin 
in the bow but, being smaller, you do 
get just a little bit less of everything, but 
not as much less as you might imagine. 
The T8 comes with an offset double, plus 
another small double tucked under the 
cockpit sole. The T7 also comes with an 
offset double and another berth under 
the cockpit, although the latter is more of 
a large single on the T7. Like the T8 you 
get a small bench seat on the port side 
for dressing, and you even get the same 
storage solutions beneath the forward 
bunk. So what gives? Where has the 
space been saved? Well apart from the 
berths and bench seat being just a little 

The cockpit is versatile for day cruising and offers 
a further two berths with the sunpad. An optional 
hob/galley unit can be fitted behind the helm seat

The bathing platform has a towing arch, ladder 
and wet lockers for great watersports potential
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A compact 
second berth is 
tucked under the 
cockpit sole

Light, spacious and modern, the cabin has a space-saving offset double berth and settee for changing

area aft of the berth on the starboard side. 
Here you will find a chemical, or sea toilet 
option installed beneath a folding piece 
of worktop. The latter can be combined 
with a 47 litre black water tank if required. 
Elsewhere in the cabin you get the same 
light and airy interior as the T8, thanks to 
almost identical windows and overhead 
skylights. There is no foredeck hatch, so 
ventilation comes from two small opening 
vents in the cabin side windows, and of 
course, the cabin door itself. The low sleek 
foredeck means that the cabin is limited to 
sitting headroom only, just like it is in the 
T8. Ultimately, you have to remember that 
this is a day cruiser, and that means that 
the cabin is, more often than not, going to 
be used as glorified storage or somewhere 
private to change or take a comfort break, 
and is only likely to be used for overnight 
accommodation on rare occasions. 
    What really matters on a boat like the T7 

is what is aft of the cabin, the part of the 
boat where you will spend most of your 
time when onboard. We are of course, 
talking about the cockpit. The T8 scores 
well in this area, and the T7 manages, 
despite the smaller size, to provide an 
equally good layout. You would be hard 
pushed to spot much difference in the aft 
end of the cockpit, where a large L-shaped 

seat across the transom and along the port 
side provides enough seating around a table 
for the whole family. You even get the same 
small single seat on the starboard side. The 
table can be lowered to create a sunpad, or 
even an extra overnight berth if you put 
the canopy up. The canopy stores almost 
invisibly inside the transom, with just the 
merest hint of framework on show down 
either side when it is packed away. The 
extra beam of the T8 allows Finnmaster to 
put three supportive individual bucket seats 
up front, but on the T7 only the helmsman 
gets one. On the navigator’s side there is 
a small double bench seat, so the T7 still 
delivers three forward facing seats, and a 
good armrest and well placed grab handle 
makes this an equally comfortable place to 
be when underway. In fact this bench seat 
has a very practical benefit, in that the back 
rest flips and turns it into an aft facing seat 
around the cockpit dinette, something the 
T8 doesn’t have.
    Like the toilet compartment down below, 
it is the galley/wetbar that takes the brunt 
of the T7’s size limitation. On the T8 you 

get a small galley unit with single hob and 
small sink behind the helm seat. On the 
T7 they have managed to squeeze a sink 
under the windscreen on the port side, but 
there is no place here for a hob. You can 
sacrifice the single starboard cockpit seat 
aft of the helm and have an optional galley 
unit with hob in its place, if you wish. You 
do, however, still get the drawer fridge 
located under the navigator’s seat base. 
Storage around the cockpit is plentiful, 
with a locker underneath the transom seat 
that is accessed from the front, plus more 
locker space beneath both the port and 
starboard side seating, the former of which 
also houses the cockpit table and legs when 
not in use. Out on the transom, which is 
accessed via a step through transom gate, 
there is a two part bathing platform, with 
one section either side of the outboard and 
well. Each of these contains a large and 
useful wet locker, certainly big enough for 
a fender or two plus ropes, the starboard 
one also conceals the fuel tank filler that 
is neatly recessed below the hatch lid. 
Normally you would be able to step across 

Convenience for day cruising, an optional sea 
toilet can be fitted inside a locker in the cabin
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    The T7 helm is very similar to that fitted 
to the T8, with only the dedicated iPad 
slot and a pair of cupholders missing. 
You even get the same supportive and 
adjustable bucket helm seat and adjacent 
armrest. Like the T8, there is no compass 
fitted, or even one on the option list. 
Maybe with all the modern electronic 
navigational aids, these are seen as a bit 
old fashioned, but I still like to have one 
in front of me when helming. Between 
the helm and the curved Perspex sliding 

companionway door there are a pair of 
teak laid moulded steps that lead you up 
and through and opening section of the 
windscreen for foredeck access. A teak laid 
section down the middle of the foredeck 
provides a good non-slip surface, which 
is useful because, to keep that sleek low 
profile, the pulpit rail is very low all the 
way forward, only rising at the bow where 
it provides a good standing hand-hold 
and a gap in the middle to allow that very 
Scandinavian activity of boarding over the 
bow. The teak on the bathing platform, in 
the cockpit, on the steps and on the bow 
all comes as standard.

Underway
The T7 is available with a range of 
outboards from 150hp up to 250hp. We 
had the biggest option on our test boat 

“The T7 is exactly how a 
daycruiser should be, 

fun and functional” 

Acceleration was brisk with the top 
of the range outboard option, 
a Yamaha 250hp

the transom to either bathing platform, but 
the wakeboard/waterski towing arch fitted 
behind the engine of our test boat made 
this difficult. On the other hand this arch 
does provide a really good hand-hold when 
using the starboard side bathing ladder. 
    Back inside the cockpit, the helm 
station is well laid out. There is space for a 
large multi-function display and a stereo 
head unit next to the electronic engine 
instruments, and either side of the steering 
wheel there is a place for trim tab and 
optional bow thruster controls alongside 
the funky illuminated electric circuits 
switchgear. There are further switches 
located at knee height on the underside of 
the helm overhang. These are not so easy 
to see and use, but it appears that all the 
everyday circuits are controlled from above, 
so these should not prove too troublesome. 

RPM Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

Noise

Idle (600) 2.2 2.2 0.48 4.58 193 64
1000 4.3 4.6 1.01 4.26 178 65
1500 6.2 7.9 1.78 3.48 147 68
2000 7.3 13.2 2.90 2.52 106 70
2500 11.0 20.6 4.53 2.43 103 73
3000 18.4 25.4 5.59 3.29 139 80
3500 24.2 32.0 7.04 3.44 145 83
4000 28.1 42.9 9.44 2.98 126 85
4500 32.4 53.5 11.8 2.75 116 86
5000 37.0 69.2 15.2 2.43 103 86
5500 40.3 82.6 18.2 2.21 93 88
5800 42.2 93.8 20.6 2.05 87 89

PERFORMANCE    
As tested 100% fuel 0% water 3 crew Force 3

and, although you would still benefit from 
a decent performance with something 
smaller, it was nice to have that extra power 
on tap when conditions allowed. I am 
normally the first to suggest saving a few 
quid with a smaller engine option where I 
think it makes sense, but in the case of the 
T7 I believe the F250 is the one to go for. As 
suspected, the T7 does indeed offer a more 
engaging driving experience compared to 
the bulkier and heavier T8. Acceleration 
and mid-range pick up is brisk, the steering 
is light, perfectly balanced and precise, and 
the hull is soft-riding and forgiving. Try an 
overly fast high speed turn and the prop 
gradually loses grip, gently slowing the 
boat, before the hull slips out, thus avoiding 
any chance of hooking. At 20 knots it is so 
composed it feels like you are stationary, 
and even at 25 knots if feels sedate. It doesn’t 
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themselves by putting their feet against the 
bottom of the companionway door. 

Conclusion
I like the T8, and indeed if you want the 
space and extra creature comforts that it 
provides, this is probably the Finnmaster 
daycruiser for you. My only gripe, as 
mentioned, is that large daycruisers packed 
with sportscruiser facilities tend to suffer 
in terms of sheer fun and enjoyment to 
drive. The T8 is good, but the T7 is better 
in this respect. It lived up to expectations 
and then some, and delivered the kind of 
performance and enjoyment that its looks 
and sleek design promise. It is still capable 

really get into its stride until around 30 
knots, at 4200rpm, where it feels like it 
could comfortably cruise all day long. Open 
up the throttle some more and you unleash 
the full potential of the 250hp Yamaha 
and T7 hull to provide some exciting and 
sporty driving right up to 42 knots, all the 
while feeling safe, composed and in control. 
Although we were testing in some fairly 
benign waters, the photo boat was a Botnia 
Targa 35 being driven at a speed that 
produced a huge wake. Driving through 
this numerous times, and in all directions, 
gave me the distinct impression that this 
boat would punch way above its weight 
when it comes to rough water handling. 
    The seated driving position is excellent, 
with the windscreen providing fantastic 
protection from wind, rain and spray. The 
seat adjusts fore and aft, as well as in height, 
so everyone, regardless of shape and size, 
should experience the same. The standing 
position is not quite so good, with the 
throttle a bit out of reach and parts of the 
seat adjustment digging in your leg. Having 
said that, this is not a boat you would want 
to drive standing up at any sort of speed. 
The seated position is so good, anything 

else is surplus to requirements, although 
standing while close quarters for berthing 
is absolutely fine. Visibility underway is 
excellent, once you get through and over 
the hump, and a pantograph wiper on both 
sides of the screen ensures it stays that way 
whatever the conditions. 
    On the port side, the navigator’s seat 
is quite low, but again this means that 
whoever is sitting here is very well 
protected from the elements behind the 
screen. On the flipside, the view forward 
isn’t as good as the helm. While this seat 
is big enough for two, the person in the 
inboard position doesn’t have the luxury 
of a grab rail, and will need to brace 

A canopy delivers real all-weather usability Sharp styling and great performance, the T7 
could be the ultimate 7m day cruiser

of providing cruiser functionality if needed, 
but with the T7, this plays second fiddle to 
its sporty pedigree, and this is exactly how a 
good daycruiser should be.

http://www.idealboat.com
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