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Finnmaster S6 Length (LOA): 6.35m / 20ft 10in
Beam: 2.31m / 7ft 7in
Displacement: 1,250kg (ex engine) 
Fuel capacity: 125 litres 
RCD category: C
Engine as tested: Single F150 Yamaha
Other engine options: Single F130 Yamaha
Price as tested £42,038
Price from £37,738

BOAT TEST          
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With such a plethora of choices 
in compact open day boats, 
we have never had it so good 

at this end of the market. The problem 
this brings, certainly for the newcomer, 
is knowing where to begin. It’s a question 
I am often asked when I’m at boat shows 
or generally circulating amongst the boat 
owning public. Given a budget of X, and 
a requirement for Y, what boat should I 
buy? When it comes to small, trailable, 
open boats, you would find it hard to go 
wrong if you looked at the Finnish market. 
I do so regularly, which is why so many of 
their boats make it into these pages. Bella, 
Flipper, Aquador, AMT, Axopar, Terhi, 
Yamarin, Finnmaster, the list and choice 
is endless, and that’s before we get to their 
aluminium offerings. 

design solutions, practical features, 
generous space and good driving 
dynamics. Does it live up to the hard 
won reputation that Scandinavian 
boats hold?
    You can board the S6 easily from 
the side, but a deep cockpit, might 
just catch you out as you step down 
into the boat. The easier option is to 
board from the stern where a two-part 
bathing platform, either side of the 
outboard, offers a more progressive 
descent, whichever side the boat is 
moored to. Port side access requires 
either stepping across behind the 
engine or, if the watersports tower 
has been added, stepping over 
the transom seat. Access from the 
starboard side is slightly easier with 
a small lift out transom gate and a 
cushion-less walkthrough and step 
down. Whichever side you use, the 

    The Finn-Marin stable 
produce the excellent 
Husky range of 
aluminium boats, as 
well as the Grandezza 
range of cruisers 
from 25ft up to 
40ft, but it is the 
Finnmaster line-
up of cabin, day 
cruiser, bow rider 
and console models 
that we are perhaps 
most familiar with. 
It is the flagship of 
the console range 
that we are testing 
today, a 21ft boat 
that promises smart 

“The Finnish really know a 
thing or two about building 

safe commuter boats. 
The S6 is no exception”

The helm is well protected behind a tall windscreen

The deep cockpit, wide walkway and bow access 
make it safe and easy to move around the S6 

http://finnmaster.fi/en/
http://finnmaster.fi/en/b/grp-boats/console-en/finnmaster-s6/
http://grandezza.fi/
http://grandezza.fi/
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watersports tower, if fitted, delivers a very 
good handrail to aid the way safely into 
the boat. The starboard bathing platform 
also houses the boat’s bathing ladder. On 
both sides of the engine there is a large 
wet locker that drains into the outboard 
well and is a perfect place to keep mooring 

lines, or towing ropes. You might be able 
to squeeze a fender or two in here as well. 
    Inside the cockpit, and along the 
transom, is an almost full width seat, 
big enough for three, or even four at a 
push. The base of this seat lifts up, and 
is held open with gas struts, to reveal a 
very large and orderly locker. Mounted 
on the underside of the seat are the boat’s 
steaming light pole and cockpit table leg. 
On the port side you have a manual bilge 
pump and a locker lid that provides access 
to the bilge where the engine hydraulic 
trim pump is located. In the middle of 
this locker is a storage well that neatly fits 
the cockpit table, and on the port side you 
have the boat’s single battery and main 
switch and breaker panel.
    Just in front of the transom seat you 
find a pair of bucket seats for the helm 

and navigator. These spin around to 
face the transom and, with the cockpit 
table set up in-between, provide a nice 
sociable area for up to six people when at 
anchor or moored. Facing forwards the 
seats are adjustable, supportive and have 
lifting bolsters for a choice of driving and 
crewing positions. The helm console is 
offset to starboard, with the helm itself on 
the port side of the console. This gives the 
skipper an almost central driving position, 
for a centre console style helming 
experience. The console is behind a large 
and tall screen, which provides very good 
protection from any wind and spray 
coming from directly ahead. The screen 
itself is topped with a sturdy stainless 
steel rail around its whole perimeter to 
provide plenty of grabrails and steadying 
opportunities. The console is nicely laid 

A huge locker below the helm console can be 
accessed from both the front and the side

More storage in the transom, this time with 
neat, compartmentalized storage solutions

out, with space for a large multi-function 
display right in front of the helm, a central 
panel for engine instrumentation and 
some switch gear and controls either side 
of the steering wheel. In front of the nav 
seat there is a cup holder, small open 
storage area and a lockable glove box with 
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of security as you make your way towards 
the bow. This would be a particularly 
good feature if you had young children 
onboard. Up in the bow, directly in front 
of the helm, is a two person forward facing 
bench seat. Behind this, an optional helm 
canopy stows against the bottom of the 
windscreen, with the framework neatly 
folded along the bottom of the windscreen 
sides, ready to deploy when needed. The 

base of this forward seat lifts to reveal a 
cavernous locker, access to which is also 
available on the side of the helm console, 
via a hatch. 
    The rest of the bow is taken up with 
another small, rear facing, seat, which 
can be infilled to create a sunpad, some 
moulded storage for four fenders, and 
a step up onto a small foredeck. Here, 
boarding over the bow is made easier 
by a gap in the pulpit rail, two raised 
sections that offer good handholds and 
the option of a bow ladder. This small 
foredeck, teak laid, as was the cockpit and 
bathing platforms on our test boat, lifts up 
to access a shallow anchor locker below, 
which due to its open back can also be 
accessed with the hatch down. Up at the 

“Nimble and well-balanced, 
it performed reassuringly 

well in some ‘rough stuff ’ ”

The Yamaha F150 is the largest 
engine option, but is worth 
paying extra for

bow you will find a pair of Finnmaster’s 
trademark stylish docking lights. 

Underway
Our test S6 was fitted with the largest of 
the two engine options, the Yamaha F150. 
Looking at the price list, there is only a 
saving of around £1,400 to be had for 
going for the standard F130 motor so, if 
you are on a tight budget, I would try and 
make the savings elsewhere on the options 
list as the F150 really is ideally matched 
to the boat. Acceleration and mid range 
pick-up was good, with the S6 planing 
in just 4.5 seconds from a standing start 
and reaching 20 knots in 8 seconds, 30 
knots in 12 seconds and 35 knots in 15 
seconds. With a top speed well in excess 

a generous amount of storage inside. I 
have been onboard two of these boats, 
neither of which were fitted with a VHF 
radio or compass but there does appear 
to be options for mounting these if 
needed. Low down there is an angled 
moulding for bracing your feet against 
and above this, in front of the navigator’s 
position, you can opt for a small drawer 
refrigerator. 
    With the helm console offset, you 
get a wide walkway on the port side to 
move forward. I mentioned earlier that 
the cockpit sole was low when boarding 
over the side from the pontoon and this 
is where you get the benefit of that. The 
tall cockpit coamings, topped with short 
stainless steel grabrails provide a real sense 

performance    

RPM 
 

Knots LPH GPH MPG Range 
(nm)

600 1.8 1.6 0.3 6.00 165
1000 3.6 3.4 0.7 5.14 141
1500 5.4 5.9 1.3 4.15 114
2000 6.8 10.5 2.3 2.96 81
2500 8.9 16.4 3.6 2.47 68
3000 18.7 20.5 4.5 4.15 114
3500                   21.7    21.8 4.8 4.52  124
4000 27.1 30.9 6.8 3.99 110
4500 32.4 39.1 8.6 3.77 103
5000 36.2 53.6 11.8 3.07 84
5500 42.0 68.2 15.0 2.80 77
5600 43.5 77.3 17.0 2.59 71

As tested 50% fuel 0% water 2 crew Force 5
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exposed to the wind, as it is not behind the 
helm console. If you really want the wind-
in-the-hair experience, the forward facing 
seat in front of the helm is actually a very 
comfortable place to travel.

Conclusion
The S6 offers a very simple recipe and is 
a nicely designed boat with a deep, safe 
cockpit, comfortable seating for up to eight 
and a very practical and sociable layout. It 
also has the power, at least with the F150, 
to deliver a fun and exhilarating drive. It’s 
true that when the going gets rough you 
do need to actively drive the boat, using 
the throttle to maintain a comfortable ride, 
but even in F5 conditions I was still able 

to keep up a good turn of speed and above 
all, continued to enjoy the experience. Add 
all this together and you are left with little 
more to wish for from a family day boat. 

of 40 knots, it is not exactly sedate either. 
Our test conditions were actually a bit 
nasty. We found shelter close inshore for 
our speed trials, but heading offshore into 
the rougher stuff and we were pleasantly 
surprised just how capable this little boat 
is. With swells up to a metre we could not 
keep going flat out, of course, but with use 
of the throttle and trim we could maintain 
a comfortable 25 knots into the sea, and 
almost 35 knots with it behind us without 
any slamming or undue discomfort. 
Interestingly, the boat seemed to handle a 
head sea just a little better with the engine 
trimmed slightly out, which is contrary 
to what we normally expect. When 
manoeuvring at speed, the S6 handled 
precisely and predictably, with little loss 
of grip and enough torque from the F150 
to keep speeds up in the tightest of turns. 
Another interesting aspect is that, despite 
the offset nature of the helm and the crew, 
the boat felt nicely balanced when on the 
water. There is a danger that a boat of 
this style may be inclined to fall onto the 
heavier side chine, but that simply wasn’t 
the case. We did need to use the trim tabs 
to counter any beam-on wind, so I think 

The optional canopy neatly stows in front of the 
helm console, without impacting on the seating

these would be a good option to tick, but 
other than that the S6 is vice free. 
   The helming position is commanding, 
the seats comfortable and supportive. The 
huge screen does a great job of protecting 
the helm and, despite the lack of 
windscreen wipers, visibility never seemed 
compromised by spray. With the navigator 
sitting on the starboard gunwale, this seat 
could be exposed to spray if the wind 
is coming from the starboard bow, but 
other than that the screen protection also 
extends nicely to your first crew member. 
The transom seat, as is often the case, will 
get a bit of spray, and the port-most seat is 

A great family day boat with safe and practical 
features and a good driving experience
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